


Visual Basic
• Simple, Object Oriented and Familiar

• Has English-like Syntax

• Easy to Learn

• Non Case Sensitive

• A “Managed” Language
• Can only be Executed by a Supporting runtime (CLR, WinRT)

• Compiled to Bytecode in .NET Framework; Projected to Native code in 
Windows Runtime (WinRT)

• Automatic Memory Management and Garbage Collection



Visual Basic on .NET Framework
• ASP.NET, Silverlight, WinForms, WPF, WCF

• Compiled to bytecode

• Executed by Common Language Runtime (CLR)



Visual Basic on .NET Framework

Compiled Bytecode

.NET Framework Assemblies, Custom Objects

Common Language Runtime

Operating System

Your Application



Visual Basic in Windows Store Apps

Compiled Bytecode

Windows Runtime (WinRT) APIs

Windows Kernel Services

Operating System

Your Application



Mapping .NET to WinRT
• In Windows Store Apps, the compiler Maps Managed .NET types and 

methods to native WinRT Libraries

• WinRT classes are expressed in Managed Code through projection, 
also known as language binding

• Minor Differences in Datatypes, Mostly use same coding style in both 
environments




